412            THE AERIAL AGE
The reader may be somewhat astonished the great size of this proposed ship, at the en mous lifting and carrying capacity. He n be inclined to look upon it all as a dream, a W( of fiction. But I wish to assure him everythi planned here is within the limits of aeronai engineering and construction. To ci'cate sue' ship is merely a matter of demand and capij If it can once be demonstrated, as it may be, t there is a commercial future for such craft, capital will be forthcoming, and the engineer and construction are already within the limits the art. The ship of which we are writing, i which may some day be actually put in sen between New York and London, is only ab thrice as large as the latest Xep-pelin, and ab five and one-half times larger than the late Am ica.
The greatest diameter of the balloon part our suggested airship is 20 meters, or 65.6 f< This diameter is carried nearly the whole len| giving the body of the ship a cylindrical sha rounded and pointed at the ends. The ball is given a length ten times the diameter, : meters, or 656 feet. The total surface of balloon or gas-reservoir is 12,000 square met ox 128,880 square feet, equivalent to about tit acres. The total volume of the balloon is 60, meters cube, or 2,118,800 cubic feet. Assum